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Please Remember: 

School Psychologists should be notified of and involved in pre-
assessment meetings whenever possible in order to assist in 
determining whether their services are needed for student 
evaluation.  

The Case Manager should discuss any areas of concern with 
the School Psychologist before the meeting date if the School 
Psychologist will not able to attend the pre-assessment 
meeting. This will allow the School Psychologist to provide his 
or her input regarding any assessments that may be carried-
out as part of the student evaluation (IDEA §300.304).



Prior to assessment it is noteworthy to consider the following: 

It is important to remember that any assessment, especially 
psychological assessments, can be perceived as an intrusion into 
the personal life of a student and his/her family. For this reason, 
the team should only request the least intrusive amount of test 
measures necessary to help a child be successful in school.  

Questions should be developed and supported in the student 
profile in order to justify administration. Assessment tools 
should all be addressed in the student profile. All measures 
should be current, and as best practice, the newest version 
should be used within one year of that measure’s re-norming. 



Assessment plans should be developed thoroughly with the 
parent present in order for informed consent to be obtained. 
Informed consent means that the parent understands what is 
being tested, what questions are being asked, how those 
questions will be answered, and how the results will be used 
(IDEA §300.300). 

• Adding psychological tools after assessment has begun 
should be avoided unless the parent has prior knowledge. 
If it is deemed necessary, additional consent must be 
documented on the original consent and initialed by the 
parent.   

• The parent must be informed of the rationale for the 
additional assessment and how it will be used. 



When a student is referred for evaluation (IDEA §300.300 – 305): 
 
• A pre-assessment meeting is set with a school team that 

consists of the parents, teacher, administrator, case manager, 
and at times the school psychologist.   

 
• A mutually agreed upon time is set for a meeting of the team 

and a prior written notice is sent by the case manager for the 
pre-assessment meeting.   

 
• The team gathers together and a student profile is completed 

during the meeting to determine if any assessment questions 
need to be answered. 

 
• Information is gathered for eight (8) areas on the student 

profile.   



• Your school psychologist plays a key role in assessment in many
of these areas, particularly with regard to cognitive
functioning, physical characteristics, emotional/social
development, and adaptive functioning.

• The school psychologist is the expert in determining which
cognitive assessment is most appropriate for each individual
child.

• In the event that your school psychologist is unable to attend
the pre-assessment meeting, please consult with him or her
prior to your meeting to determine which cognitive test to
administer.



COGNITIVE FUNCTIONING 

The Cognitive Functioning section of the Student Profile 
that takes into consideration the student’s listening skills, 
listening comprehension, and intellectual ability as 
compared to his or her same age peers.   

Since this is the area where your school psychologist has the 
most knowledge, it is best practice to have the school 
psychologist determine which tools are most appropriate.  

 



•  The best predictors of school success are generally the 
Wechsler scales, which include the WPPSI-IV, the WISC-V, 
and the WAIS-IV. 

 

• The Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence: 
Fourth Edition (WPPSI-IV) is an individually administered 
instrument for assessing the intelligence of children ages 
2:6 to 7:7 



• The Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children: Fifth Edition
(WISC-V) is an individually administered instrument
designed to assess the cognitive ability and problem solving
processes of children age 6:0 to 16:11.  This is the most
frequently administered IQ assessment tool by the School
Psychologists at SVSS, mainly because it covers the broadest
age range of students.



• The Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale: Fourth Edition 
(WAIS-IV) is an individually administered instrument 
designed to assess the cognitive ability of adolescents and 
adults ages 16:0 – 90:11.   



Other less frequently administered IQ assessments include 
the Stanford Binet-V and the RIAS. 
 

• The Stanford Binet Intelligence Scales: Fifth Edition (SB-V) is 
an individually administered assessment of intelligence and 
cognitive ability of children and adults ages 2 to 85+ years.   

 

 

• The Reynolds Intellectual Assessment Scales (RIAS) is an 
individually administered assessment of intelligence of 
children and adults ages 3 to 94.  It takes less time to 
administer than the previously mentioned assessment tools. 



Nonverbal IQ Tests 

At times, cognitive instruments that minimize the use of 
language during the assessment process are useful.   

Nonverbal intelligence tests remove the language demands 
associated with typical intelligence tests and they may be 
utilized with individuals who have severe speech, language, 
or hearing impairments, for individuals with different 
cultural or language backgrounds, or for those who are 
verbally uncommunicative. 



Nonverbal assessments are not strong predictors of school 
success and are not typically used for school placements within 
the SVSS Unit.  They may be helpful to estimate the true ability 
of an individual with verbal challenges.  Due to the nature of 
nonverbal assessments, they provide little information about a 
student’s predicted performance on verbal tasks within the 
school setting. 

The nonverbal intelligence test administered by the SVSS 
school psychologists is the C-TONI-2. 
•The Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal Intelligence:

Second Edition (C-TONI-2) is an individually administered
assessment of nonverbal intellectual
abilities of children and adults
ages 6:0 to 89:11.



ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 
SVSS school psychologists do not administer achievement 
testing. Testing in this area can be completed by LD teachers, 
Strategists, and ID teachers. 

 

COMMUNICATIVE STATUS 

SVSS school psychologists do not administer assessment in this 
area. Testing in this area is completed by speech language 
pathologists.  

 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

The Physical Characteristics section of the Student Profile 
takes into consideration factors such as medical history, 
vision, hearing, and motor concerns.    



Sometimes checklists are used to assess student behaviors. 

Checklists that are completed by the parents and teachers to 
explore areas such as attention difficulties, executive 
functioning, and autism may be scored and interpreted by a 
school psychologist.   

School psychologists also assist with gathering information 
that parents may take to their physician or mental health 
providers for further evaluation. This may include assessment 
related to attention difficulties, executive functioning, or 
autism. 



Attention Rating Scales 
 

The Scales for Diagnosing Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder (SCALES) is a checklist that is completed by parents 
and teachers to evaluate whether children age 5-18 are 
having difficulties with attention span, impulse control, or 
activity level in the home and school settings. This 
instrument does not diagnose ADHD but it may aid physicians 
in determining the degree to which these behaviors 
interfere with a child’s everyday functioning. 

 



Executive Functioning 
 
Stated broadly, executive skills are those elements of cognition 
that allow for the self-regulation and self-direction of our day-
to-day and longer term functioning.  

Measurements of executive functioning are not typically 
administered to children already diagnosed with ADHD as it is 
assumed they already have difficulty with executive 
functioning.  It is necessary to discuss this with the school 
psychologist in order to determine if this is a required 
assessment for the student. 
 
The Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Functioning (BRIEF) 
is a parent and teacher checklist that assesses executive 
functioning behaviors in the school and home  
environment of children 5 to 18 years old.   
 

 

 



Emotional/Social Development 

• The Emotional/Social Development section of the Student
Profile takes into consideration factors such as current mental
health status and social skills.

• School psychologists play a key role in assessment in this area.

• Evidence of a need for social/emotional assessment should
clearly be documented in the student profile before requesting
behavior assessment. In addition, if a student already has a
current mental health diagnosis, such as depression, anxiety or
ADHD, further assessment in this area may not be necessary.

NOTE:  It is ILLEGAL to photocopy and distribute copies of 
the rating scales to additional staff (these will not be used). 



The instruments the school psychologists may utilize to assess 
emotional/social development include: 
 
• The Behavior Assessment System for Children: Second 

Edition.  The BASC-2 is a multi-method, multidimensional 
system used to evaluate the behavior and self-perceptions 
of children and young adults.  Parent rating scales, teacher 
rating scales, and self-report  

  scales are available for  
  children ages 6-21.  
 
 
NOTE:  It is ILLEGAL to photocopy and distribute copies of 
the rating scales to additional staff (these will not be 
used).   
 

 



• The Children’s Depression Inventory: Second Edition (CDI-
II) is a brief self-report test that helps assess cognitive, 
affective, and behavioral signs of depression in children 
and adolescents 7 to 17 years old. 

 

• Beck Depression Inventory-Second Edition (BDI-II is a 21 
item self-report instrument for measuring the severity of 
depression in adolescents and adults age 13-80 years. 



• The Piers-Harris Children’s Self-Concept Scale, Second
Edition (Piers-Harris 2) is a self-report based on the child’s
own perceptions rather than the observations of parents or
teachers.  The Piers-Harris 2 assesses
self-concept in individuals ages 7 to 18.

• The Revised Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale: Second
Edition (RCMAS-2) is a 49-item self- 

  report instrument designed to assess 
 the level and nature of anxiety in 
 children ages 6-19.  



• The School Motivation and Learning Strategies Inventory
(SMALSI) helps identify strengths and weaknesses that are
related to a student’s academic success,
and makes it possible to address weak
learning strategies proactively.

• The Beck Youth Inventories: Second Edition is designed to
assess the behavior of children and adolescents ages 7
through 18 years.  Five self-report inventories can be used
separately or in combination to assess
symptoms of depression, anxiety, anger,
disruptive behavior, and self-concept.



ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING 
 

• The Adaptive Functioning section of the Student Profile takes 
into consideration everyday skills and life functioning.   

• This is an area where the SVSS school psychologists score and 
interpret the assessments.   

• Evidence of a need for adaptive behavior assessment should 
clearly be documented in the student profile before 
requesting an adaptive behavior assessment. It is used as part 
of the criteria for determining an intellectual disability and 
should be used judiciously.    



The Adaptive Behavior Assessment System: Third Edition 
(ABAS-III) is a parent and teacher questionnaire designed to 
assess the adaptive skills of individual’s aged birth to 89 
years. This assessment should be completed by an adult who 
knows the child well. 



ECOLOGICAL FACTORS 

• No evaluation is conducted in this area. 

OTHER 

• The final area on the student profile is Other.  
Information about classroom interventions tried prior to 
assessment may be included in this area and is gathered 
by the team during the pre-assessment meeting. 



After all of the information is gathered at the pre-
assessment meeting, the team determines if there are any 
questions to be answered through assessment in the 
following areas (IDEA §300.304 & 305) :  

 

• cognitive functioning, 

• academic performance,  

• communicative status,  

• physical characteristics,  

• emotional/social development, and  

• adaptive characteristics. 



                Questions  

 
you may consider using with regard to school 
psychological assessments may include the 
following ……… 



COGNITIVE  
Questions to Answer Through Assessment: 

•What are the student’s cognitive strengths and
weaknesses and how do they impact his or her learning
in the general education curriculum?

OR 

•What is the student’s cognitive ability?



COGNITIVE  Assessment Procedures Could Include: 

Wechsler Scales: 
•Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence: Fourth

Edition (WPPSI-IV)
•Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children: Fifth Edition (WISC-V)
•Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale: Fourth Edition (WAIS-IV)

• Stanford Binet Intelligence Scales: Fifth Edition (SB-V)
• Reynolds Intellectual Assessment Scales (RIAS)
• Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal Intelligence: Second Edition

(C-TONI-2)

Person Responsible  
• SVSS school psychologist



PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS – ATTENTION 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
Does the student have attention difficulties that may be 
interfering with his or her academic success? 

Assessment Procedures 
Scales for Diagnosing Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 
(SCALES) 

Person Responsible 
The parents and teacher will complete the Scales for Diagnosing 
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (SCALES) and the 
results will be scored and interpreted by the school 
psychologist. 



PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS – EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING 
 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
Are executive functioning deficits contributing to academic and/
or behavioral difficulties? 

Assessment Procedures 

Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Functioning (BRIEF)  

 

Person Responsible  

The parents and teacher will complete the Behavior Rating 
Inventory of Executive Functioning (BRIEF) and the results will 
be scored and interpreted by the school psychologist. 



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT - GENERAL 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 

• Does the student have social/emotional difficulties which may
interfere with his/her academic success?

Assessment Procedures 

• Behavior Assessment System for Children: Second Edition
(BASC-2)

Person Responsible 
• The parents, teacher, and student (when appropriate) will

complete the Behavior Assessment System for Children:
Second Edition (BASC-2) and the results will be scored and
interpreted by the school psychologist.



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT – ANXIETY 
 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
Is anxiety interfering with student’s academic success? 

 

Assessment Procedures 

Revised Children’s Anxiety Scale: Second Edition (RCMAS-2)   

 

OR 
 

Behavior Assessment System for Children: Second Edition 
(BASC-2) 



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT – ANXIETY, Cont. 

 

Person Responsible 

• The student will complete the Revised Children’s 
Manifest Anxiety Scale: Second Edition (RCMAS-2) 

OR 

• The parents, teacher, and student (if appropriate) will 
complete the Behavior Assessment System for Children: 
Second Edition (BASC-2) and the results will be scored 
and interpreted by the school psychologist. 

 



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT - DEPRESSION 

 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
Is depression interfering with student’s academic success? 

Assessment Procedures 
• Children’s Depression Inventory: Second Edition (CDI-II)  

• Beck Depression Inventory-Second Edition (BDI-II) 

• Behavior Assessment System for Children: Second Edition 
(BASC-2) 



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT – DEPRESSION Cont. 

Person Responsible 

The student will complete the Children’s Depression Inventory: 
Second Edition (CDI-II) and the results will be scored and 
interpreted by the school psychologist. 

OR 

The student will complete the Beck Depression Inventory-
Second Edition (BDI-II)  and the results will be scored and 
interpreted by the school psychologist. 

OR 

The parents, teacher, and student (if appropriate) will 
complete the Behavior Assessment System for Children: 
Second Edition (BASC-2) and the results will be scored and 
interpreted by the school psychologist. 



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT – SELF CONCEPT 
 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
Does student’s self-concept affect his/her ability to function 
successfully as a student? 

 

Assessment Procedures 

Piers-Harris Children’s Self-Concept Scale, Second Edition 
(Piers-Harris 2)   

Person Responsible 

The student will complete the Piers-Harris Children’s Self-
Concept Scale: Second Edition (Piers-Harris 2) and the results 
will be scored and interpreted by the school psychologist. 

 



EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT - SCHOOL MOTIVATION & 
LEARNING 

Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
Does student’s motivation and/or learning strategies affect his or 
her academic success? 

Assessment Procedures 
The School Motivation and Learning Strategies Inventory (SMALSI) 

Person Responsible 
The student will complete the School Motivation and Learning 
Strategies Inventory (SMALSI) and the results will be scored and 
interpreted by the school psychologist. 



ADAPTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Questions to Answer Through Assessment 
What are student’s adaptive skills? 

Assessment Procedures 
Adaptive Behavior Assessment System: Third Edition (ABAS-3) 

Person Responsible 
The parents and teacher will complete the Adaptive Behavior 
Assessment System: Third Edition (ABAS-3) and the results will 
be scored and interpreted by the school psychologist. 
 



REMINDERS: 

• The case manager is responsible for completing the Student
Profile and the Assessment Plan in TIENET.

• The school psychologist will schedule a time and date with
the case manager to complete any necessary assessment with
the student.

• The case manager must notify the school psychologist in
writing (email or First Class) that a signed consent has been
posted to TIENET within three days of obtaining the signature.

• By law (IDEA §300.301(c)(1)(i), the assessment must be completed
within 60 calendar days from the day the consent is signed.



If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school psychologist assigned to your school. 

Souris Valley Special Services: 

701-857-4410

701-857-4419

For a staff listing please see:  

http://svssnd.org/contact.html 


